
Dear Honorable Members of the Joint Committee on Planning and Development 

My name is Lisa Aligata. I am a Connecticut resident and I strongly urge you to support HB 

5170 An Act Concerning the Tethering and Sheltering of Dogs 

This legislation is long overdue in Connecticut. Connecticut suffers from extremely harsh 

winters – this year we had record breaking cold – and sweltering summers. Many states 

around us already have these protections in place for animals. The bill is straightforward, 

humane and fair. It seeks to protect dogs during extreme weather conditions before they 

show visible signs of suffering and distress when it’s evident the weather poses a threat to 

the dog’s welfare. Significantly, it gives Animal Control Officers clear direction and the 

necessary tools to help before the situation becomes life-threatening. Animals cannot speak 

for themselves. Owners of dogs and other pets and livestock have the responsibility as 

ethical owners to properly care for the animals in their care. To leave a creature on a tether 

or just left to its own devices without proper shelter, water, food and attention is cruel and a 

dereliction of duty as an owner and a human. It doesn't take anything away from a human 

to properly care for an animal. If an owner is experiencing difficulty in any way it is 

incumbent upon them to seek assistance for the proper care of that animal, and a person 

who is neglectful should not be permitted to continue such practice. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lisa Aligata 
 


